
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Shaheen: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ANO 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S . Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20.2019 and February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the 
Agency"s efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority fo r the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
state partners to take sign ificant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan-a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to add ress PFAS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PF AS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with Pr AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a l I of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory, to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coord inated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods. to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new tox icity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 20 19, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated wi th PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regu latory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PFAS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop addi tional analyiical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PFAS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• funding: As a leader in the nation·s efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by Pf AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engauement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As out lined in the Action Plan. the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated wi th PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency"s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-fcbruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency·s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PFAS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, wh ile 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts o n providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have furthe r questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA ·s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Yoyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

S incerely, 

Jo ep . Brazauskas, Jr. 
ssociate Administrator 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C . 205 10 

Dear Senator Baldwin: 

MAR O 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On beha lf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. l am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20, 20 19 and February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the 
Agency·s e fforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
state partners to take significant action in o rder to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the fi rst-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PF AS in the env ironment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
fo r the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerg ing chemical of concern. It was a lso the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program natio nal research, management, and ri sk communication plan to respond 
to a cha ll enge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
o n President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being o f communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motio n. and our efforts have been nothing sho rt of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a ll o f our program areas- from gro undwater c leanup guidance. to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research effo1ts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
In ventory. to progress on updating o ur drink ing water standards. These actions reflect the 
executio n of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically, ,ve wan t to detail the progress we have made in the fo llowing areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in d ri nking water. The Agency's work over the past year inc luded efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate P FOA and PFOS, to produce new tox icity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Env ironmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it re lates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations fo r Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Ruic for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA's goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state, local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make infom1ed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize Pf AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on Pf AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update. which 
describes the Agency" s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Prngram Update is publicly available on the EPA's website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-fcbruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year. the EPA will 
make l"urther progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws, whi le 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
infonnation and data to the public. 

If you have further questions. you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA' s Onice of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely. 

Brazauskas, J 1. 

iate Administrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20460 

The Honorable Michael F. Bennet 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Bennet: 

MAR O 2 2020 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ANO 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf o f the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14. 2020. in which you sought information related to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and v;e are working aggressively and cooperati vely with our federal and state partners to 
take signi licant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation·s efforts 
lo address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EP J\ has used all o f our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research. management , and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPJ\ is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with Pf AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action />Ian put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short o f unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. lo progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions retlect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifica lly, we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF J\S in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOJ\ and Pros. to produce new toxicity assessments. and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates lo cleanups. In December 20 19, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps lo update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Signi ficant New Use Ruic for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
infom,ation and tools to enable federal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EP J\ has taken steps to prioritize PFAS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PFJ\S contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies lo lest for 
PF AS on thei r own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia lo address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PFAS in the environment. the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding lo external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PF AS. As outlined in the Action Plan. the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated wi th PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Prof?ram Update. which 
describes the Agency"s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Proxrnm Update is publicly avai lable on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-updatc- lebruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Actio11 Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose ri sk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year. the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also work ing to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government. and focus its efforts on providing more 
infom1alion and data to the publ ic. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA ·s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

),. 
azauskas, Jr. 

ss ciate Administrator 

• 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Blumenthal: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the Agency's efforts to 
add ress per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take s ignificant action in order to protect human health and the enviro nment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation ' s efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Aclion Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemica l of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PF AS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump·s commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are deali ng with PF AS issues. 

Over the pas t year, the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion, and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a ll of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are he lping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Re lease 
Inventory, to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically, we want to detail the progress we have made in the fo llowing areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring fo r PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Inte rim Recommendations fo r Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priori ty action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program lo include PF AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA's goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
infonnation and tools to enable federal. state. local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple stales on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for Pr AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PFAS at contan1inated groundwater and soi l sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PF AS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts lo 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by Pf AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address Pf AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are cri tical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United tates that are 
addressing PF AS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EI'A PFAS Action Plan: Program Update. which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-fcbruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose ri sk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make rurther progress on addressing Pf AS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency"s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions. you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA's Oflice of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relat ions at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely. 

A 
v\. Brazauskas, Jr. 

sociate Administrator 

• 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Cory A. Booker 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Booker: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On beha lf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14. 2020, in which you sought information re lated to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polyfiuoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with o ur federal and state partners to 
take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year, the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan-a historic step in our nation 's efforts 
to address PFAS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used a ll of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research. management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-be ing of communities across 
the country that a re dealing with PFAS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that a re helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically, we want to detail the progress we have made in the fo llowing areas: 

• Drink ing Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included effo11s to expand 
dri nking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOWA) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the pas t year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to c leanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed wtth Vegetable Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 25% Postconsumer) 



PFO under l'edcral cleanup programs. a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include Pf AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PFAS research on impacts to agricu lture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is curren tly responding 
to requests fo r assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
Pf-AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation· s efforts to address Pf AS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PFAS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency"s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-fcbruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quick ly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, wh ile 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency"s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

Ir you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA 's Ot1ice of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

A-
razauskas, Jr. 
dministrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Sherrod Brown 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Brown: 

MAR O 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, lam writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20. 2019 and February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the 
Agency" s efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
state partners to take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the fi rst time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research, management. and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping lo move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan . 

pecifically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency" s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOWA) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PfOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic ubstances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and lo finalize a Significant New Use Ruic for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal, state, local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agricu lture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority si tes and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successful ly addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PF J\S. As outl ined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever lo address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA· s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency· s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PFAS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the publ ic. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA' s Office of Congressional and r ntergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely. 

A 
. Brazauskas, Jr. 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell 
United Stales Senate 
Washington. 0.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Cantwell: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. I am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20. 2019 and February 14. 2020. in which you sought information related lo the 
Agency" s efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority fo r the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
state partners lo take signi ficanl action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
lo address Pr /\S in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first lime the EPA has used al l or our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical or concern. It was also the fi rst time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research. management. and ri sk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PFAS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that arc helping to move our research efforts fo rward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execut ion of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Speci fically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the fo llowing areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods. to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOWA) to 
propose to regulate Pf-OA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year. the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federa l cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues movi ng forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, whil e also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemica l Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken s ignificant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
/\gency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal, state, local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the enviro nment. Jn the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies, to develop additional analytical methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and deve lopment. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the E PA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test fo r 
PFAS on the ir own. The EPA is also providing c leanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundv,1ater and soi l s ites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation· s efforts to add ress PF AS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk·Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potentia l human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency' s accomplishments since re lease of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
l'rowam Update is publicly available on the EPA's website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-prog ram-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency·s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmenta l concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quick ly addressed . Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number o f key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand o n its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency' s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

Ir you have further questions. you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA·s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Yoylcs.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely, 

. Brazauskas. Jr. 
Administrator 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20460 

The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Cardin: 

MAR O 2 2020 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.lam writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14. 2020. in which you sought information related to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polytluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the fi rst-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation·s efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
fo r the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research, management. and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump· s commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing wi th PFAS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance. to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward. to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency"s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS. to produce new toxicity assessments. and to 
cont inue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019. lhe EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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Pros under federal cleanup programs. a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a ignificant New Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA's goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
in formation and tools to enable federal. state, local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year. the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests fo r assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation·s efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding or human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by Pr: AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and lo address PF /\Sunder the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EP/\ released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update. which 
describes the Agency"s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://v.rww.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EP /\ is commilted to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever lo address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA· s 
/ l et inn Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency" s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PFAS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year. the EPA wi ll 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
in formation and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely, 

~ ra~ s, J~ ~g. 
dministrator 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Robert P. Casey, Jr. 
Un ited States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Casey: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20, 20 I 9 and February 14, 2020, in w hich you sought information related to the 
Agency's effo11s to address per- and polyfl uoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority fo r the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
state partners to take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year, the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PFAS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of impo rtant firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the fi rst time the Agency had put together a multi
media, mult i-program national research, management, and risk communication p lan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritiz ing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a ll of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that arc helping to move our research efforts fo1ward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory, to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specificall y, we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drink ing Water: The EPA is following through o n its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to c leanups. In December 20 19, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to fina lize a Significant New Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal, state, local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make inforn1ed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to mul tiple slates on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests fo r assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address Pf AS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update , which 
describes the Agency"s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA"s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most . 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA 's 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency·s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA wi ll 
make further progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws. while 
also work ing to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA ·s Office of Congressional and lntergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

,4 
. Brazauskas, Jr. 

ssociate Administrator 

• 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Christopher A. Coons 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Coons: 

MAR O 2 2020 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ANO 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14, 2020. in which you sought information related to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF A ). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation·s efforts 
to address PFAS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
fo r the Agency. It was the fi rst time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research. management and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like Pf-AS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is del ivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that arc helping to move our research effo rts forward. to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Spcci lically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the fo llowing areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking waler. The Agency·s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS. to produce new toxicity assessments. and lo 
continue monitoring for PFAS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
Pf-OA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Ruic for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for Pf AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PFAS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfu ll y addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that arc 
addressing PFJ\S. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is act ively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF A . 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update. which 
describes the Agency"s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Proiram Update is publicly available on the EP/\ 's website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
act ion-plan-program-update-fe bruary-2 020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency"s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose ri sk to public 
health or the environment arc identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year. the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

/J 
razauskas, Jr. 

ociate Administrator 

-



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Duckworth: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S . Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the Agency' s efforts to 
address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take s ignificant action in o rder to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year, the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic s tep in o ur nation 's efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important fi rsts 
for the Agency. It was the firs t time the EPA has used all of our program o ffices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
lo a challenge li ke PF AS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump' s commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that me dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has bui lt on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short o f unprecedented . The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are he lping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Re lease 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through o n its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency' s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS. to produce new toxicity assessments , and to 
continue mo nito ring fo r PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. l n December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs. a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PfOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state. local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the CPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop add itional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for Pr AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
Pr AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation·s efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfu ll y addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding o r human and ecological exposure to PF AS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving rund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
add ressing Pf /\S. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update. which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detai l. The 
ProKram Update is pub) icly available on the EPA· s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-f ebruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address th is emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also work ing to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency·s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA 's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Yoyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

),. 
razauskas, Jr. 
dministrator 

• 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Richard Durbin 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Durbin: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalr of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February I 4. 2020. in which you sought in formation related to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the fi rst-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation·s efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the CPA has used all o r our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the fi rst time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research. management , and risk conununication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump·s commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short or unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution or the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outl ined in the Action Plan. 
Speci fica ll y. we want to detail the progress we have made in the fo llowing areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EP J\ is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF J\S in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods. to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOWA) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and Pf-OS. to produce new toxicity assessments. and to 
continue moni toring for PFAS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 20 19. the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations fo r Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process fo r proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to linalize a Significant New Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make inforn1ed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EP J\ has taken steps to prioritize PF J\S research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year. the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is current ly responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF J\S at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on thei r own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PFAS in the environment. the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PFAS wastes. to conduct research on PFAS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effecti vely support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan. the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated wi th PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Prowam Update is publicly available on the EPA 's website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
act i on-p Ian-pro gram-update-fe bruary-2 02 0. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical or concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year. the EP J\ will 
make further progress on addressing Pf J\S under a number of key environmental laws, whi le 
also working to expand on its in house and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

1 r you have further questions. you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA · s Onice of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely. 

),,. 
• 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 I 0 

Dear Senator Feinstein: 

t-lAR O 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behal r of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14. 2020, in which you sought information related to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polylluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Aclion Plan-a historic step in our nation·s efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The A cl ion Plan represented a number of important firsts 
fo r the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical o r concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research, management. and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like Pf-' AS. By prioritizing our work under the A cl ion Plan. the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump ·s commitment to protect the health and well-being o r communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the A cl ion Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drink ing water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the A cl ion Plan. 

pecifically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency"s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drink ing water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and Pf-OS, to produce new toxicity assessments. and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the A cl ion Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019. the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process fo r proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PF /\S chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA's goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal, state. local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EP /\ has taken steps to prioritize Pf /\S research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for Pf AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test fo r 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understand ing of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communi ties across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency" s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly avai lable on the EPA 's website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA· s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA wi ll 
make further progress on addressing PF J\S under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its in house and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency" s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government. and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA·s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely. 

• 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20460 

The Honorable Kirsten G illibrand 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Gillibrand: 

MAR O 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf o f the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. I am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20. 20 19 and February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the 
Agency's efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalky l substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
state partners to take sign ificant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year, the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation 's effor1s 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion, and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts fo rward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory, to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency' s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental C leanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 20 19, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
PFOS under federal c leanup programs. a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
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also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Reviev.i and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal, state, local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make infonned decisions to protect public health and the environment. ln the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies, to develop additional analytical methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support : Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for pr, AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PFAS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District or Columbia to address Pf AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation·s efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfull y addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by Pf AS wastes. to conduct research on PFAS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan. the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be assoc iated with PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the J\gency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detai l. The 
Pruwam Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-lebruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-J\gency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year. the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government. and focus its effo11s on providing more 
in fonnation and data to the public. 

Ir you have further questions. you may contact me o r your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA 's Onice o f Congressio nal and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely, 

. Brazauskas, Jr. 

Enclosure 

• 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Kamala D. I larris 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Harris: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
elated February 14. 2020, in which you sought information related to the Agency"s efforts to 
address per- and polytluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperat ively with our federal and state partners to 
take signi f-i cant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation·s efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research. management, and ri sk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump·s commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that arc dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short o r unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. lo progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution or the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan . 
. pecificall y. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in dri nking water. The Agency"s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drink ing water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments. and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year. the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019. the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendat ions for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process fo r proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Ruic for PF /\S chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agricu lture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 slates 
and the District of Columbia to address PFAS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure lo PF AS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PFAS wastes. to conduct research on PFAS in agriculture, 
and lo address PF AS under the Drinking Water Stale Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the \,vay in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF /\S. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update. which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release or the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at hllps://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing lo aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern . The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to publ ic 
health or the environment arc identified and quick ly addressed. Over the next year. the EPA will 
make rurther progress on addressing Pr AS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its in house and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency" s 



engagement \.vith the rest of the tederal government. and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

rr you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA ·s Office or Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely. 

A-
razauskas, Jr. 

Administrator 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Margaret Wood Hassan 
Uni ted States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Hassan: 

MAR O 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20, 2019 and February 14, 2020, in which you sought infonnation re lated to the 
Agency's efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
s tate partners to take s ignificant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Las t year, the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Ac/ion Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PF AS in the envi ronment. The A cl ion Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communication p lan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Aclion Plan, the EPA is delivering 
o n President Trump' s commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that arc dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has buil t on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory, to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
executio n o f the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. we ,,._,ant to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency' s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
d rinking water test methods, to work under the Sate Drinking Water Act (SDW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new tox icity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental C leanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PPOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scienti fie 
information and tools to enable federal. state, local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests fo r assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PFAS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation·s efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As out lined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. !he EPA released the £PA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency"s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA"s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EP/\ is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the mos! 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency" s leadership role al the national level to address th is emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PFAS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA wi ll 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, wh ile 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency"s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA ·s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely, 

A-
Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Angus S. King, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator King: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf o r the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 1 am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polyfl uoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take s ignificant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year, the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan-a historic step in our nation ·s efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerg ing chemical or concern. It was a lso the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PF AS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PFAS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a ll or our program areas- from groundwater c leanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are he lping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating o ur drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outl ined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. we want to detai l the progress we have made in the fo llowing areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency' s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year. the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019. the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EP/\ 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA's goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state. local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on Pr AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF /\S on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soi l sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation· s efforts to address PF AS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with Pf AS. 

On rebruary 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-Cebruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA 's 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address th is emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA wi ll 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Re lations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

J,,. 
A. Brazauskas, Jr. 

ssociate Administrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Amy Klo buchar 
United States Senate 
Washingto n, D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Klobuchar: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf o f the U.S. Envi ronmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated Pebruary 14. 2020, in which you sought in formation re lated to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and po ly tluoroa lky l substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take s ignificant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever />FAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation 's e ffo rts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the firs t time the EPA has used a ll o f our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was a lso the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizi ng our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and we ll-being o f communit ies across 
the country that are dealing with PFAS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a ll of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance. to new test methods 
that are helping to move o ur research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Invento ry, to progress on updating o ur drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
executio n of the comprehensive and coord inated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Spec ifically, we want to deta il the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included e fforts to expand 
drinki ng water test methods, to work under the Sa fe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue mo nitoring fo r PF AS. 

• Environmental C leanup: Over the past year. the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it re lates to cleanups. In December 20 19, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations fo r Addressing Groundwater Contaminated wi th PFOA and 
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Pf-OS under federal cleanup programs. a priority action under the A cl ion Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and Pf OS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken signi ficant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA's goal under the Ac/ion Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal, state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. lo develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year. the EPA provided technical support 
lo multiple stales on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests fo r assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority si tes and training local health agencies to test for 
PFAS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation·s efforts to address PFAS in the environment. the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding or human and ecological exposure to PF AS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing Pf-AS. As out lined in the Aclion Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Aclion Plan: Program Updale, which 
describes the Agency" s accomplishments since release of the A cl ion Plan in greater detail. The 
Pro~ram Updale is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-lcbruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Aclion Plan-the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA· s 
A cl ion Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency· s leadership role at the national level to address th is emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA wi ll 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency"s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA· s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Yoyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely. 

razauskas, Jr. 
ciate Administrator 

• 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The I lonorable .Joe Manchin. Ill 
Uni ted Stales enate 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Manchin: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ANO 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. I am wri ting in response to your letters 
dated March 20. 2019 and February 14. 2020. in which you sought information related to the 
Agency" s efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
state partners to take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the fi rst-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
lo address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important fi rsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the fi rst time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research. management. and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PF /\S. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is deli vering 
on President Trump ·s commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outl ined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods. to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFO/\ and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year. the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 201 9, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs. a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant ew Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year. the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contaminat ion and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PFAS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation·s efforts to address PFAS in the environment. the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outl ined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA I'FAS Action Plan: Program Update. which 
describes the Agency"s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Pruxram Update is publicly available on the EPA 's website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is commilled to continuing to aggressively implement the Ac/ion Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency" s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the envi ronment arc identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, whi le 
also working to expand on its inhousc and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal govermnent. and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

Ir you have further questions. you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA ·s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Yoyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely. 

A-
Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Edward J. Markey 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Markey: 

MAR O 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf o f the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a prio rity for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take s ignificant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan-a historic step in our nation's effot1s 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
fo r the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PFAS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion, and our e fforts have been nothing sho1t of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a ll of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory, to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically, we want to detail the progress we have made in the fo llowing areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the A ct ion Plan as it relates to c leanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process fo r proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for envi ronmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The CPA 's goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal, state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies, to develop additional analytical methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF J\S at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are cri tical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Aclion Plan: Program Update. which 
describes the Agency"s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Pro~/'Clm Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical or concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the A cl ion Plan 
demonstrates the Agency·s leadership role at the nationa l level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make rurther progress on addressing Pr /\S under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA"s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

A 
razauskas, Jr. 

sociate Administrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, 0 .C. 20460 

The Honorable Jeffrey A. Merkley 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Merkley: 

MAR O 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ANO 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take significant action in o rder to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year, the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to add ress PFAS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important fi rsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and ri sk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like Pr AS. By prioritizing o ur work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts fo rward, to updates to o ur Toxics Release 
Inventory, to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions re flect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifica lly, we want to detail the progress we have made in the fol lowing areas: 

• Drinki ng Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in d rinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmenta l C leanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to c leanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Prinled whh Vegetable 011 Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 25% Postconsumer) 



PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving fo rward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, whi le also developing 
analyt ical methods fo r environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA's goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scienti fic 
infonnation and tools to enable federal , state, local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken s teps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies, to develop add itional analytical.methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
e ffects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PPAS on their own. The EPA is a lso providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation's efforts to address PF AS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfull y addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communicatio ns and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PF AS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the \Vay in wh ich the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PFAS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA 's website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan-the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health o r the environment are identi fied and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws, whi le 
also work ing to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
informat ion and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA ·s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~-----A. !:..uskas, Jr. "lilillllll-',,,-"""lll~B • 
ciate Administrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Patty Murray 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Health, Education, 

Labor. and Pensions 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Murray: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf or the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, lam writing in response to your letters 
dated March 6. 20 I 9, March 20, 2019, and February 14. 2020, in which you sought information 
related to the Agency's efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (Pf AS). PFAS
related issues are a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with 
our federal and state partners to take s ignificant action in order to protect human health and the 
environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the fi rst-ever PFAS Action Plan-a historic step in our nation·s efforts 
to address PFAS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
fo r the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical o f concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media. mult i-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PF AS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is del ivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with Pf AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion, and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a ll of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory, to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions refl ect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. ,.ve want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinki ng water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDW A) to 
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propose to regulate PFO/\ and Pf OS, to produce new toxicity assessments. and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year. the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
Pf-OS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOJ\ and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to linalize a Significant New Use Rule for Pf AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal , state, local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make infom1ed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF /\S research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional ana lytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation 's efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS. to assess and manage 
environmental ri sks posed by PF AS wastes, lo conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address Pr-AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the CPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On f cbruary 26, the CPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly avai lable on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA's 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 



demonstrates the Agency" s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF J\S pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 
engagement with the rest of the federal government. and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions. you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA ·s Onice of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely. 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Lamar Alexander, Chairman 

razauskas, Jr. 
ociate Administrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Jack Reed 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Am1ed Services 
United States Senate 
Washi ngton, D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Reed: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

O n behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 6, 2019, March 20, 2019, and February 14, 2020, in which you sought information 
related to the Agency's efforts to address per- and polytluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). PFAS
related issues are a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with 
our federal and state partners to take significant action in order to protect human health and the 
environment. 

Last year, the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan-a historic step in our nation' s efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern . It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communicatio n plan to respond 
to a challenge like PF AS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is de li vering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move o ur research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory, to progress o n updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically, we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through o n its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOWA) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxici ty assessments, and to 
continue mon itoring for PF AS. 
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• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year. the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
PFOS under federal cleanup programs. a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, whi le also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finali ze a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
in formation and tools to enable federal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year. the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF J\S on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PFAS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Fundin~: As a leader in the nation·s efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF J\S under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA· s websi te at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA 's 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 



health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year. the EPA wil l 
make further progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 
engagement with the rest of the federal government. and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

Ir you have further questions. you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA·s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable James M. lnhofe, Chairman 

ph . Brazauskas, Jr. 
ocia e Administrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Bernard Sanders 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Sanders: 

MAR O 2 2020 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. I am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20, 2019 and February 14, 2020, in which you sought information re lated to the 
Agency" s efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
slate partners to take s ignificant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan-a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerg ing chemical of concern. It was a lso the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management. and risk communication plan to respond 
to a cha llenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump·s commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PFAS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has bu ilt on the momentum the launch of the A cl ion Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a ll or our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are he lping to move our research e fforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically, we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency' s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods. to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxici ty assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental C leanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 20 I 9, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs. a priority action under the Aclion Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOJ\ and Pros as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the A cl ion Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analyt ical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on Pr J\S contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PFJ\S on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address Pr AS at contaminated groundwater and soi I sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation·s effo11s to address PFAS in the environment, the EPJ\ 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfu ll y addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Emmgement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that arc 
addressing PF J\S. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Ac/ion Plan: Program Updale, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the A cl ion Plan in greater detail. The 
Prowam Update is publicly available on the EPA's website at https://v1ww.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update- lebruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA 's 
A cl ion Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Ac/ion Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF A pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quick ly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PF AS under a number or key environmental laws. while 
also ,vorking to expand on its in house and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest o f the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA ·s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

/4-
zauskas, Jr. 

ministrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20460 

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Schumer: 

MAR O 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the Agency' s efforts to 
address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take signi ti cant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan-a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short or unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory, to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency' s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal, state, local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make infonned decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies, to develop additional analytical methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is a lso providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation' s effo11s to address PF AS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmenta l risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressive ly implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA's 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency' s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make furthe r progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency' s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its e fforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA· s Office of Congressional and I ntergovemmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely. 

Enclosure 

A 
azauskas, Jr. 
ministrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Tina Smith 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Smith: 

MAR O 2 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, J am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the Agency's efforts to 
address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and we a re working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take s ignificant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used a ll of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management, and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year, the EPA has bui It o n the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from g roundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research effo11s forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outli ned in the Action Plan. 
Speci fica lly. we want to detail the progress we have made in the fo llowing areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency' s work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOWA) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental C leanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it re lates to cleanups. In December 20 19, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressi ng Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFO under federal cleanup programs. a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, whi le also deve loping 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to fi nal ize a Significant New Use Rule for PFAS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable federal , state. local, and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on Pf AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
Pf AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PFAS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation·s efforts to address PFAS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF /\S, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving r und. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outl ined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with Pf A . 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the nat ional level to address this emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identi fied and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also \,vorking to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency" s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA· s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

A-
~razauskas, Jr. 

1a e Administrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Stabenow: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20, 2019 and February 14, 2020, in which you sought infom1ation related to the 
Agency's efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
state partners to take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi 
media, multi-program national research, management, and ri sk communication plan to respond 
to a cha I lenge like PF AS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is delivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion, and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outl ined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically, we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is following through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019. the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the A cl ion Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA, while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research . 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken s ignificant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control Act program. In the past year, the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA 's goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
informat ion and tools to enable federa l, state, local, and tri bal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year, the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies, to develo p add itional ana lytical methods, and to conduct tox icity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Suppo11: Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Funding: As a leader in the nation' s efforts to address PF AS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year, the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PF AS, to assess and manage 
environmenta l risks posed by PF AS wastes, to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address Pf-AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communicat ion and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively suppo11 communities across the United States that are 
addressing PF AS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA PFAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments s ince release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly available on the EPA's website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continu ing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA 's 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency' s leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
environmental concern . This includes ensuring that instances where PF AS pose risk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA will 
make fu rther progress on addressi ng PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also vvorking to expand o n its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency' s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA 's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely, 

A-
Jo pl . Brazauskas, Jr. 

sociate Administrator 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable El izabeth Warren 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Warren: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S . Env ironmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letters 
dated March 20, 2019 and February 14, 2020, in which you sought information related to the 
Agency"s efforts to address per- and po lyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority for the EPA and we are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and 
state pa11ners to take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year, the EPA issued the fi rst-ever PFAS Action Plan-a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PF AS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemica l of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media, multi-program national research, management. and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PF AS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is deliver ing 
on President Trump·s commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PFAS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in a ll of our program areas-from groundwater cleanup guidance. to new test methods 
that are he lping to move our research efforts forward, to updates to our Tox ics Release 
Inventory, to progress on updating o ur drinking water standards. These actions re flect the 
executio n o f the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specifically. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF AS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
d rinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new tox ic ity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental C leanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendatio ns fo r Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs. a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. wh ile also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control /\ct program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PFAS 
and to finalize a Signi ficant ew Use Rule for PF AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EP/\"s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
in formation and tools to enable federal. state, local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make infonned decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agricu lture 
and rural economics. to develop additional analytical methods, and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year. the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on Pf AS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests fo r assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for Pr /\S at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF AS on their own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District of Columbia to address PF AS at contaminated groundwater and soi l sites. 

• Funding: /\s a leader in the nation· s efforts to address PF AS in the environment, the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to Pr AS, to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address Pr /\Sunder the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communicat ions and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EPA to effectively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PFAS. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that may 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA PFAS Ac/ion Plan: Program Updale, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
Program Update is publicly avai lable on the EPA's website al https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

The EPA is committed lo continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EPA ·s 
Action Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Ac/ion Plan 
demonstrates the Agency" s leadership role al the national level to address this emerging 
envi ronmcntal concern. This includes ensuring that instances where Pr AS pose risk to pub I ic 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year. the EPA will 
make further progress on addressing PF AS under a number of key environmental laws, while 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency"s 



engagement with the rest of the federal government, and focus its effo,ts on providing more 
inforn1ation and data to the public. 

If you have further questions, you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

A-
e 1 . Brazauskas, Jr. 
sociate Administrator 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse 
United States Senate 
Washington. D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Whitehouse: 

MAR O 2 2020 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, l am writing in response to your letter 
dated February 14, 2020. in which you sought information related to the Agency' s efforts to 
address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are a priority for the 
EPA and wc are working aggressively and cooperatively with our federal and state partners to 
take signi Ii cant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year_ the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation's efforts 
to address PFAS in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
fo r the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program offices to address an 
emerging chemical o f concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research, management. and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan, the EPA is del ivering 
on President Trump's commitment to protect the health and well-being of communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF AS issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the Action Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in al I of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance, to new test methods 
that are helping to move our research efforts forward. to updates to our Toxics Release 
Inventory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These actions reflect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Action Plan. 
Specificall y. we want to detail the progress we have made in the following areas: 

• Drinking Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PFAS in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods, to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOW A) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS, to produce new toxicity assessments, and to 
continue monitoring for PF AS. 

• Environmental Cleanup: Over the past year, the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action Plan as it relates to cleanups. In December 20 I 9, the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations for Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
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PFOS under federal cleanup programs, a priority action under the Action Plan. The EPA 
also continues moving forward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. whi le also deve loping 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic ubstances Control Act program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF /\S 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for Pf AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EPA ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scientific 
information and tools to enable tederal. state. local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions to protect public health and the environment. In the 
past year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economies. to develop additional analytical methods. and to conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support : Over the past year, the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PFAS contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PF AS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test for 
PF/\S on their ovm. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District or Columbia to address PF /\Sat contaminated groundwater and soi l sites. 

• f unding: As a leader in the nation· s efforts to address PF AS in the environment. the EPA 
recognizes that providing fund ing to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding of human and ecological exposure to PFAS. to assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture, 
and to address PF AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
for the EP /\ to eftecti vcly support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PF/\S. As outlined in the Action Plan, the EPA is actively working to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potent ial human health risks that may 
be associated , ith PF AS. 

On February 26, the EPA released the EPA ?FAS Action Plan: Program Update, which 
describes the Agency's accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 
ProRram Update is publicly available on the EPA·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas
action-plan-program-update-lebruary-2020. 

The EPA is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The EP /\ · s 
lie/ion !'Ian and the progress that has been made over lhe past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address th is emerging 
environmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PFAS pose risk to public 
health or the envi ronment arc identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year, the EPA wi ll 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number of key environmental laws, wh ile 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts. enhance the Agency's 



engagement with the rest of the federal government , and focus its effo rts on providing more 
info rmation and data to the public. 

If you have further questions. you may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the 
EPA"s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or 
(202) 564-6399. 

Sincerely. 

Enclosure 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

FEB 2 8 2020 

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL 
AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

The I lonorable Thomas R. Carper 
Ranking Member 
Committee on 1--:n\'ironment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
\1'iashington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Carper: 

On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection /\gency. I am writing in response to your letters 
Jatcd March 6.2019 and February 14. 2020. in which you sought information related to the 
Agency·s efforts to address per- and polyf1uoroalkyl substances (PF AS). PF AS-related issues are 
a priority for the EPA and ,-ve are working aggressively and cooperati,·ely with our federal and 
stale partners to take significant action in order to protect human health and the environment. 

Last year. the EPA issued the first-ever PFAS Action Plan- a historic step in our nation·s efforts 
to address Pf /\S in the environment. The Action Plan represented a number of important firsts 
for the Agency. It was the first time the EPA has used all of our program o ffices lo address an 
emerging chemical of concern. It was also the first time the Agency had put together a multi
media. multi-program national research. management. and risk communication plan to respond 
to a challenge like PFAS. By prioritizing our work under the Action Plan. the EPA is deli\'cring 
on President Trump·s commitment to protect the health and wel l-being o r communities across 
the country that are dealing with PF A, issues. 

Over the past year. the EPA has built on the momentum the launch of the A cl ion Plan put in 
motion. and our efforts have been nothing short of unprecedented. The Agency has made 
progress in all of our program areas- from groundwater cleanup guidance. to new test methods 
that arc helping to 1110\'e our research efforts forward. to updates to our Toxics Release 
lm-crllory. to progress on updating our drinking water standards. These act ions rellect the 
execution of the comprehensive and coordinated approach we outlined in the Ac1io11 Plan. 

Contrary lo your recent criticism on February 10. 2020. where you gave the EPA a .. o_·· grade 
for implementation of our Action Plan and characterized the Agency as .. foi ling to uphold the 
promises:· the EPA has in lact made significant progress in meeting the goals v,e set for 
ourselves in the Action Plan. Your statement is a discredit to the hard work of the dcclicaled 
career EPA employees who arc working on PFAS. The EPA has made aggressive commitments 
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and \\'e have made signilicant progress in meeting our goals. Specitically. we \.Vant to detail the 
progress \\'C have made in the lo llowing areas: 

• Drink int?. Water: The EPA is fo llowing through on its commitment to evaluate and address 
PF;\ S in drinking water. The Agency's work over the past year included efforts to expand 
drinking water test methods. to work under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SOWA) to 
propose to regulate PFOA and PFOS. to produce new toxicity assessments. and to 
continue monitoring for PFAS. 

• Em·ironmental Cleanup: Over the past year. the EPA has made considerable progress 
under the Action flan as it relates to cleanups. In December 2019. the EPA issued the 
Interim Recommendations fo r Addressing Groundwater Contaminated with PFOA and 
PFOS under federal cleanup programs. a priority action under the Action !'Ian. The EPA 
also continues moving rorward with the regulatory process for proposing to designate 
PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances under CERCLA. while also developing 
analytical methods for environmental media and conducting treatment and disposal 
research. 

• Chemical Review and Disclosure: The EPA has taken significant actions under the Toxics 
Release Inventory and the Toxic Substances Control /\ct program. In the past year. the 
Agency has taken steps to update the Toxics Release Inventory program to include PF AS 
and to finalize a Significant New Use Rule for Pf AS chemicals. 

• Research: The EP /\ ·s goal under the Action Plan has been to develop and apply scicnti tic 
information and tools to enable federal. state, local. and tribal governments to work 
together to make informed decisions lo protect public health and the environment. In the 
pa t year. the EPA has taken steps to prioritize PF AS research on impacts to agriculture 
and rural economics. to develop additional analytical methods. and LO conduct toxicity and 
effects research and development. 

• Technical Assistance and Support: Over the past year. the EPA provided technical support 
to multiple states on PF/\S contamination and treatment. The EPA is currently responding 
to requests for assistance from more than a dozen state and territorial governments by 
screening for PFAS at high priority sites and training local health agencies to test ror 
PFAS on thei r own. The EPA is also providing cleanup assistance to more than 30 states 
and the District or Columbia to address PFAS at contaminated groundwater and soil sites. 

• Fundint?.: As a leader in the nat ion·s efforts lo address PFAS in the environment. the EPA 
recognizes that providing funding to external organizations is a critical component to 
successfully addressing these chemicals. Over the past year. the EPA has funded efforts to 
improve understanding or human and ecological exposure to PF AS. lo assess and manage 
environmental risks posed by PF AS wastes. to conduct research on PF AS in agriculture. 
and to address Pf-AS under the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. 

• Risk Communications and Engagement: Risk communication and engagement are critical 
fo r the EPA to effec tively support communities across the United States that are 
addressing PF /\S. As outlined in the Action Plan. the EPA is acti vely work ing to enhance 
the way in which the Agency communicates about potential human health risks that ma) 
be associated with PF AS. 

On February 26. the EPA released the EPA !'FAS Action Plan: I'ro~ram Update. which 
tkscri bcs the Agency·s accomplishments since release of the Action Plan in greater detail. The 



Program Update is publicly available on the EP/\ ·s website at https://www.epa.gov/pfas/plas
action-plan-program-update-february-2020. 

Also enclosed are responses to quest ions for the record from the March 28, 2019 hearing 
entitled. ··Examining thefederal response to the risks associated 1rith per- and polyf/11oroalkyl 
.rnh.\tances (P l·AS).". 

The f: P/\ is committed to continuing to aggressively implement the Action Plan- the most 
comprehensive cross-Agency plan ever to address an emerging chemical of concern. The l: P/\ ·s 
,·lction Plan and the progress that has been made over the past year under the Action Plan 
demonstrates the Agency's leadership role at the national level to address this emerging 
en,·ironmental concern. This includes ensuring that instances where PFAS pose ri sk to public 
health or the environment are identified and quickly addressed. Over the next year. the EP/\ will 
make further progress on addressing PFAS under a number o r key environmental laws. \\'hile 
also working to expand on its inhouse and extramural research efforts, enhance the Agency"s 
engagement with the rest of the federa l government. and focus its efforts on providing more 
information and data to the public. 

The Agency recognizes the importance o f the Committee's need to obtain information necessary 
to pcrfo1111 its legitimate oversight functions and is committed to continuing to work with your 
staff on how best to accommodate the Committee ·s interests. If you have further questions. :·ou 
may contact me or your staff may contact Travis Voyles in the EPA's Office ot·congressional 
and Intergovernmental Relations at Voyles.Travis@epa.gov or (202) 564-6399. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely. 

A 
ph . Brazauskas. Jr. 

ociate Administrator 
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